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Treasures Spring to Life
Statues of famous faces including environmental activists, 
ancient figures, athletes and singers magically came to life 
during the Year 5 Night of Living Treasures in Term 4.

The Year 5s dressed as their chosen ‘Treasure’ came to 
life as a token was placed in their box and performed an 
autobiography on the life of their chosen inspirational 
figure to family members and staff.

Students were told to choose a ‘Treasure’ who was a role 
model and inspiration to them, undertaking research 
to learn more about their history� They then wrote an 
autobiography, preparing palm cards, organising costumes 
and rehearsing their presentation� Through the process, 
students developed confidence for public speaking, self-
motivation, creative expression, curiosity and a love of 
learning�

As the Upper Primary Building came to life with the 
famous figures, families, friends and staff were inspired 
by the energy, execution and originality of each student’s 
performance�

Head of Primary, Tracey Rogers said, “The Night of Living 
Treasures is a highly anticipated event on the Primary calendar.I 
would like to commend all students and teachers for their effort, 
creativity and courage.”

Cutting Edge Thinkers
A team of seven Primary students put their brains to 
the test, solving a mind-boggling problem as part of 
Curtin University’s Creative Edge Thinking (CET) 
Challenge in September. 

Over the course of six weeks the CET Team focused on 
the Science and Engineering Challenge, competing 
against other schools in the state� 

The CET Challenge required the team to design and 
create a device that could flip itself over with only a 
single-action start, presenting their solution to a panel 
of judges and responding to challenging questions 
about the process of their device� The second part of the 
challenge required students to think quickly to develop 
a creative solution to a problem given to them on the 
day of the competition� 

Year 6 teacher, Katherine Stevens said the CET 
Challenge is a great exercise in creative and lateral 
thinking, equipping students with skills that will help 
‘future proof’ their careers in the future� 

“The experience helped students extend their creative 
thinking skills as they listened to each team member’s ideas 
and perspectives. I was impressed watching each team 
member collaborate, show respect and resilience when plans 
didn’t quite work as imagined. Overall, the experience was 
thoroughly enjoyable for all involved and I look forward to 
watching these bright young minds grow in the future,” she 
said�

From the Principal
The end of the year at John Wollaston 
traditionally devotes time to praise and 
thanksgiving� We acknowledge the 
achievements and efforts of all students 
and give thanks to God for the year that 
has been�
Prize-givings are important ceremonies 
to acknowledge our highest achievers, 
but it is equally meritorious for students 
to have given their personal best and 
contributed wholeheartedly to the life 
of the School� This Summer issue of The 
Charter captures the diversity of student 
involvement and success�
I am delighted that a number of our 
teaching staff are also acknowledged 
for their achievements� We are very 
fortunate to have staff who willingly go 
“the extra mile” for our students, and 

consistently seek opportunities to 
improve student outcomes�

Old Wollastonians continue to make 
their mark� Special guest, Aaron Yeak 
(Head Prefect 2001), shared his story at the 
Years 10 and 11 Praise and Thanksgiving�

From Formula 1 to fitness and career 
coaching, he continues to inspire us all�

May the joy of the angels, the faith of the 
shepherds, the wonder of the wise men 
and the peace of the Christ child be 
yours, this Christmas.

With best wishes for the 
Festive Season�

Anne Ford
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Full STEAM Ahead Creative Masterclass
It’s full STEAM ahead as new opportunities are 
established for students to develop critical thinking 
and future-focused ideas.

Integrating the pillars of Science, Technology, 
Engineering, Arts and Mathematics, several new 
STEAM-based programs in the Secondary School are 
guiding student inquiry and dialogue by applying 
meaningful lessons to solve real-world problems�

This year, a small group of students formed John 
Wollaston’s First LEGO League (FLL) Competition 
Team, to enter the First LEGO League Challenge which 
runs in over 100 countries with more than 680,000 
participants worldwide�

Under the guidance of Head of Science and Technology, 
Stephen Fox and Secondary Science teacher, Chrisna 
LeVaillant, students used LEGO League Cargo Connect 
Kits to build and program a robot that would be used 
to solve a challenge� Competing in the Regional FLL 
Competition in November, the team placed first in the 
Engineering section, and 14th in the State Finals in 
December�

Mr Fox said, “Our hope is that students will come to love 
STEAM through fun, teamwork and hands-on participation. 
Through the competition, students are using their critical 
thinking skills to explore the future of transportation, from 
disaster relief delivery to high tech air transit. They are also 
working to address global issues related to United Nations 
Sustainable Development Goals.”

Year 9 students will have the opportunity to participate 
in the new project-based elective, Science Challenge in 
2022� Participating in a range of STEAM competitions 
and challenges such as the Synergy Solar Car Challenge, 
ANSTO’s Science Week Hackathon and the Brain 
Bee Challenge. Students will use scientific methods, 
innovation and creativity as they identify and test 
solutions to real-world problems� The Science Challenge 
elective will cover further topics including disease 
prevention, sports science, materials and comparative 
ecology�

Mr Fox said, “Through this elective, we hope to foster our 
student’s passion for Science providing a strong foundation for 
those wishing to pursue a STEAM-based Secondary School or 
tertiary pathway.”

A group of Year 9 English students discovered the 
power of the pen in an engaging and relevant workshop 
with Australian author and Ambassador for Australia 
Reads, Kate McCaffrey.

Kate, an author of six internationally published novels, 
visited John Wollaston during Book Week celebrations 
to inspire students to unleash their inner creativity 
and provide practical solutions to conquer writer’s 
block� During the workshop students participated in 
several writing activities, taking inspiration from news 
headlines, their surroundings, and the four senses of 
sight, sound, touch and smell�

Year 9 student, Chelsea Bydder found the workshop 
particularly engaging and inspired her to continue 
working towards her goal to become a professional 
writer�

“I enjoy studying English as it provides the opportunity to 
uncover the deeper meaning behind films, novels and other texts. 
The Creative Masterclass Workshop was a great experience 
where Kate McCaffrey gave me practical advice to improve my 
skills and step outside my comfort zone.”

“I am keen to pursue a career in writing in the future and 
am considering studying Journalism or Creative Writing 
at university. My goal is broad but firm: I want to have my 
writing published one day.”

During Book Week, students also took part in a ‘Book 
Fairy’ activity which was first established by activist and 
actress, Emma Watson�

Head of English, Irene Terpon said, “Students had the 
opportunity to hide a book in The Commons building for a 
fellow student to find. A ‘book fairy’ donates the book to a lucky 
recipient, who then passes it to a new reader by hiding it again 
once it has been read. It’s a great way to pick up a new novel 
and ignite an enthusiasm for reading in our students.”

The future of careers in writing and English are endless, 
with an increasing number of opportunities in digital 
content creation, social media and marketing� 

Future Focused
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Constructing rafts, zipping through the treetops 
on a flying fox and overcoming mud assault 
courses were just a small part of what the Year 
3s, 5s and 6s got up to on their Encounters in 
Semester 2.

Unique to John Wollaston, the Encounter 
Program creates an environment in which 
students feel safe and supported yet challenged 
to step outside of their comfort zones to develop 
practical and socio-emotional skills�

For their Encounter experience, the Year 3s spent 
an action-packed day at the Bickley Outdoor 
Recreation Camp, participating in activities 
focusing on teamwork to build trust, courage and 
confidence. Students built waterproof shelters 
using logs and tarpaulins, played trust games and 
flew high through the sky on the flying fox. For 
some, this challenged them to face their fears, for 
others it was their first experience with a harness 
and tall heights, but the Year 3s took bravery in 
their stride and conquered the challenge�

The Year 5s experienced their first camp stay 
spending an adventurous three days at the Swan 
Valley Adventure Centre for their Encounter� 
Through activities such as archery, abseiling, rock 
climbing, canoeing, campfires and a commando 
course, students worked on building resilience 
and the character strengths of courage, fairness, 
kindness and teamwork� Deputy Head of 
Primary, Fiona Shand said, “The students displayed 

such a wonderful sense of teamwork and determination 
through every aspect of their camp. Whether it was 
helping to wash up dishes after meals or encouraging 
their peers on the abseiling wall, every Year 5 student 
impressed me with their behaviour.”

For the final Primary Encounter, the Year 6s spent 
a week at Boshack Outback� With previous years 
having travelled to Sydney and Canberra for their 
Encounter, remaining within Western Australia 
didn’t disappoint the Year 6s� Set upon the edge of 
a tranquil lake, students enjoyed the daily sunrise 
before taking part in a raft-building project that 
tested skills of patience, focus and collaboration 
with peers� Whilst this Encounter didn’t involve as 
much adrenalin-pumping, students were able to 
experience a time in nature with less distraction 
and no technology, resulting in more time to 
reflect on primary school memories and share 
quality time with others�

Every Encounter experience at John Wollaston 
focuses on building resilience, a key skill that 
every child or adult will use in their life� By 
becoming more resilient, students begin to 
understand, challenges can be turned into 
learning experiences� 

Rendering Resilience
The culmination of the Year 7 Transition Program 
is the exciting independently planned student-led 
camp held in December each year at the Manjedal 
Activity Centre. 

Students are provided an opportunity to 
demonstrate their independence and leadership 
skills, working in small groups they are responsible 
for organising their own camp including planning 
menus and meals, scheduling activities and 
gathering tents and equipment� 

Head of Year 7, Jacqueline Fisher said she was 
impressed with the student’s resourcefulness and 
planning ahead of the camp� 

“The final Encounter for the year proves to students 
they are prepared for the rigours of Year 8 and beyond. 
Throughout the year, students are guided to become more 
responsible for themselves, learning key organisational 
skills, displaying teamwork and leadership and building 
their confidence and resilience. The final camp is an 
opportunity for them to demonstrate this learning. We 

provide the school bus to get them there and the rest is up 
to them,” she said� 

During the camp, students took part in numerous 
outdoor activities including laser tag, a Challenge 
Zone obstacle course and swimming in Lake Jones� 

Year 7 student, Ashleigh Ulerick remarked, “One of 
the best parts of Year 7 has been the camps and excursions. 
They were not only educational but helped us to learn new 
things and prove that we can do things we thought we 
couldn’t. I feel very prepared for Year 8, because throughout 
the year I have learnt organisational skills, found my way 
around the Secondary campus and visited my new House 
Group.”

Entering its 15th year in 2022, The Transition 
Program at John Wollaston is centred around 
pastoral care� Next year we look forward to 
welcoming four full classes of students into the Year 
7 Centre and are excited to watch a new cohort of 
students grow into confident and responsible young 
people�

Ready for Responsibility
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Lights, Camera, Action!
The rich diversity and welcoming community of The 
Arts at John Wollaston has been a source of inspiration 
and encouragement to many students wishing to 
pursue their dreams of performing on a big stage after 
school. This especially rings true for Year 12 students, 
Isabelle Pearce and Sydnee Hopkins who are just 
beginning their performing arts journey. 

Participating in drama classes in Year 7, Isabelle and 
Sydnee soon discovered their passion for The Arts, 
taking every opportunity to participate in school 
productions to further develop their craft. Earlier this 
year they scored leading roles in the School’s production 
of The Addams Family Musical with Isabelle cast as 
Morticia Addams and Sydnee as Gomez Addams� 

Sydnee has expressed a love of acting from a very young 
age� “I began dancing when I was little and recall watching 
the older students and wishing to be just like them. Watching 
many musical shows and growing up within an artistic 
family, I have always felt encouraged to grow in my skills of 
performance and drama,” she said.

Isabelle’s passion to pursue acting has seen her 
participate in several television commercials� 
“Throughout my years at John Wollaston I have been very 
fortunate to discover a passion for drama. My experiences from 
each of the roles I have played in school productions sparked 
my love of performing for people as a form of expression,” she 
said�

The Arts at John Wollaston is a growing community of 
students, where everybody is welcomed and encouraged 
to reach their full potential� For Isabelle and Sydnee, it 
has provided a strong foundation to learn new skills and 
work towards achieving their goals�

Sydnee said, “Of course, the ultimate goal would be performing 
on Broadway! However, to start with local shows and being 
a part of the thriving local arts culture in Perth would be an 
amazing experience.”

At John Wollaston we have a proud tradition of 
giving back to the community, teaching students 
the importance of fostering a kind heart towards 
others and developing good character. Throughout 
the year staff and students donate their time, goods 
and money to help support Anglican agencies 
across Western Australia.

Traditionally Founders’ Day is a time of giving, 
with families contributing to a specific cause in 
commemoration of the day� This year, students 
exchanged donations for tokens which were 
redeemable at the Founders’ Day Marketplace Stalls� 
Approximately $3,000 was raised and donated 
to St Bart’s, the Anglican organisation offering 
accommodation and related services to people who 
need it most�

During the Anglicare WA School Sleep Out in 
September, 17 students exchanged their school bags 
for sleeping bags to spend the night sleeping under 
the stars at Optus Stadium, helping shine a light on 
youth homelessness in Western Australia� Students 
had the opportunity to experience the challenges 
that homeless youth face every day, seeking ways 
in which they can become hope-sharing advocates 
for social justice� More than $5,000 was raised for 
Anglicare WA’s Street Connect program�

Principal Anne Ford said the experience helped 
students gain an understanding of what it means to 
be homeless�

“Students develop an understanding of the variety of 
circumstances that can lead to a person becoming homeless 
and also learn how difficult it can be to pick yourself up and 
move forward when every day is a challenge,” she said� 
“It’s important for students to see how hard Anglicare 
works to help the plight of the homeless and what a 
valuable role they play in supporting those in need in our 
community.”

More recently, a group of Year 8 students with the 
support of School Chaplain, The Reverend Justine 
Coverdale, collected many items for the St Bart’s 
Christmas Appeal� Students collected bags of 
Christmas treats, toiletries, socks and art supplies 
to give a smile to those doing it tough during the 
festive season� 

Chaplain Justine said, “Christmas is a time to share a 
message of hope and joy to those who need it most. I was 
very proud to see our Year 8 students adopt a spirit of 
giving and support this important appeal.”

Anglican Partnerships
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Out of This World

The sense of challenge and excitement that comes 
through the Outdoor Recreation curriculum makes it 
one of the most popular elective choices for students 
in Years 9 to 12. From snorkelling on Rottnest Island to 
mountain biking in Jarrahdale, students can discover 
the many benefits of pursuing an active life outdoors.

There have been many highlights in Outdoor 
Recreation this year including golf and archery in Year 
9, kayaking in Year 10 and hiking the Bibbulmun Track 
with the Year 12s� The programs are a liberating way 
for students to interact with the natural world while 
learning a raft of life skills. 

The focus on education is shifting towards a more 
holistic approach as students are encouraged to 
seek learning opportunities both inside and outside 

the classroom� The Outdoor Recreation program 
is delivering on these opportunities with benefits 
to students including an active involvement in the 
curriculum, increased social wellbeing, independence, 
self-motivation and risk management� 

To end Term 4, Year 10 Outdoor Recreation students 
spent a day kayaking along the Canning River, taking 
in the scenic surroundings of the riverbanks and 
reflecting on the team camaraderie created throughout 
the year�  

Year 10 student, Olivia Trueman said, “I am so glad I 
studied Outdoor Recreation as one of my course electives. It 
has allowed me to stretch my abilities and develop leadership 
skills in team situations that require quick thinking and 
trust.”

The Great

Captivated by the mystery and wonder of 
outer space, families and students spent an 
evening observing the night sky during the 
recent Astronomy Night in Term 4. 

Using large powerful telescopes from the 
Gravity Discovery Centre, students and their 
families took to the oval to view stars, planets 
and constellations up close� The minimal 
light pollution allowed families to capture 
some breathtaking sights, sparking passion 
and igniting inspiration in curious minds 
for future astronomical careers�

Chief Astronomer of the Gravity Discovery 
Centre and Observatory, Richard Tonello 
delivered an engaging presentation covering 
topics including deep space, stargazing and 
planets� Mr Tonello also shared career advice 
with students looking at study pathways to 
become an Astronomer�

“There are many pathways to work in an 
astronomy related field. I would recommend 
students study Mathematics, Physics and 
Chemistry at school. 

There are a number of universities in 
WA that have excellent Bachelors, 

Master and PhD Degrees in this area,” said 
Mr Tonello�

This was the second Astronomy Night 
held at John Wollaston with students 
of all ages showing a keen interest 
in learning more about outer space� 
Students and siblings Isla, Ava, 
Noah and Jude were captivated by 
the experience� 

Parents, Karl and Rebecca Dwyer 
said, “Our children were avid 
followers of Richard Tonello’s online 
Live Sky Astronomy series during 
lockdown, so they were very excited 
to meet him in person. The evening 
inspired our children to stay 
curious about the world around 
them and grow in their passion 
for learning about Outer Space 
and Science.”

Outdoors
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The Value Added Program (VAP) is an engaging 
speaker series offering students in Years 10 
to 12 the opportunity to learn new skills, hear 
insightful messages and get prepared for life 
beyond school. 

This year, our Guest Speaker Series focused on a 
range of relevant topics from study skills sessions 
to age-relevant social issues and career pathways� 
Secondary Dean of Teaching and Learning, 
Kathy Paul said, “Students were presented with 
highly engaging and effective presentations to support 
our pastoral and academic programs, whilst ‘future-
proofing’ them so they have skills and capabilities to 
support them once they leave school.”

Each week, sessions vary from practical advice 
about taxation and time management, to visiting 
speakers providing information on disability 
services and job-seeking tips� Other guest 
speakers delivered personal stories designed 
to expose students to overcoming challenges 
in life such as addiction, mental health issues 
and consequential life choices� Jade and Tristan 
Lewis from the Yellow Ribbon Project delivered 

a particularly strong message to students in 
Years 11 and 12 on the topic of drug prevention, 
addiction and rehabilitation�

Ms Paul said, “Jade’s deeply personal story emphasised 
to our students that with every choice we make in life 
comes a consequence. She outlined the importance of 
students having practical ‘Exit Strategies’ planned in 
advance to support them when they find themselves in 
a social situation where they may feel uncomfortable 
or unsafe. This was a highly informative and thought-
provoking session for all in attendance.”

The VAP continues to change and adapt each year 
to meet the relevant needs of students as they 
navigate their teen years, complementing the 
pastoral and academic programs of the Senior 
Secondary school�

Preparing Students for Life
The rigour and discipline of rowing 
is providing a group of students the 
opportunity to develop many skills 
in the supportive and encouraging 
environment of the John Wollaston 
Rowing Club. A whole-body fitness and 

strength sport, rowing allows students 
to learn valuable life skills that are 

transferrable to personal and academic 
success.

Comprising of students from Years 7 to 9, the 
Rowing Team practise weekly at the Champion 

Lakes Regatta Centre� Students, some with no 
prior experience are learning rowing techniques 
and essentials including water safety while 
developing a strong sense of camaraderie amongst 
their peers� 

Returning for his second year, Year 8 student Jaxon 
Prothero joined the team wanting to improve his 
overall fitness. “I initially joined because I wanted 
to try something new and get out of my comfort zone. 
Before joining the John Wollaston Rowing Club, I hadn’t 
even sat in a skull boat before. Now, I am developing 
confidence on the water and have learnt many new skills 
and techniques that I am quite proud of,” said Jaxon�

Students are guided by qualified instructors, 
teaching them the basics including skull boat 
assembly, balance on the water and individual 
or team rowing. Aside from technical and fitness 
skills, the sport allows students to develop 
resilience, patience, self-discipline, teamwork, time 
management and confidence. 

Rowing Club Coordinator and Year 7 teacher, David 
Crawford said, “It has been rewarding to see the team 
improve over the 2021 season. Together, we celebrate every 
achievement, whether that be reaching faster rowing 
speeds or simply managing to get into the skull without 
tipping the boat.”

Over the course of 2022, it is hoped the Rowing 
Team will continue to build upon their techniques 
and strengthen friendships� 

Jaxon said, “My goal is to race in a Regatta. I plan 
to further my skills and confidence so next year I can 
compete in an Inter-House or Inter-School event. I would 
recommend students in Years 7 to 9 to consider joining 
the John Wollaston Rowing Club if they are looking for 
something new, exciting and challenging.” 

Having an Oar-some Time
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As the Class of 2021 said their goodbyes to John 
Wollaston Anglican Community School, we asked 
students to reflect on their period of schooling. 

For many, it was a period of mixed emotions, with 
Year 12s celebrating their final week of school with 
gusto and enthusiasm� Key events included the 
Gift of a Candle Service, presentation of Leavers’ 
Yearbooks, House Group Farewells and Leavers’ 
Breakfast� Principal Anne Ford had one parting 
reminder for all Year 12s, ‘Once a Wollie, always a 
Wollie’.

What is the one thing you will carry with you after 
leaving John Wollaston?

“One important skill I’ve learnt is to form a routine. It 
helped me stay on top of my organisation and is something 
I will certainly require in future study.” Alisha Iqbal

“I will always remember to care for one another and use my 
common sense wherever I go.” Diya Binod

What is a favourite highlight from your time at 
school?

“The Year 12 Ball and being able to sing in front of the 
School at our Gift of a Candle Service were big highlights 
for me.” Caroline Richards

“Being able to play a leadership role as a Prefect in Year 
12 was a true highlight, as it was both challenging yet 
rewarding. I am so grateful for the opportunities it gave 
me.” Cameron Waller

“A particularly fond memory was the Year 6 Sydney and 
Canberra Tour. We all laughed a lot and had a great time. 
It was also the first time that many of us had been on a 
plane, which made it very exciting.” Harley Williams

Farewell Class of 2021

For some of our graduating Year 12s, their journey at 
John Wollaston commenced in Kindergarten or Pre-
Primary. Reflecting on their time at school, we asked 
two Veteran students what they feel has changed 
throughout the years and what has remained the 
same at JWACS.

“Despite the changing infrastructure and new building 
developments over the years, the overall sense of community 
and warmth that can be felt at John Wollaston has not 
changed.” Camellia S Shwe

“Being here since Kindergarten, I have noticed many 
changes over the years that worked to improve the School 
environment. I think one of the biggest changes has been 
the ever-growing realm of opportunities available in areas 
such as student leadership roles, Encounters, The Arts and 
more.” 
Sydnee Hopkins

Veteran Reflections
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A group of adventurous Pre-Primary students had 
their first Encounter experience during Term 4, 
exploring the Rio Tinto Naturescape in Kings Park.

Learning through play is a vital part of Early 
Childhood education as Pre-Primary students are 
developing their gross and fine motor skills. During 
the Encounter, students were encouraged to be risk-
takers by climbing challenging obstacles such as 
towers, logs, rocks and ropes� The highlight of the day 
for many was testing their balancing skills on slippery 
rocks as they walked along the banks of Paperbark 
Creek�

Pre-Primary teacher, Tina Dunn said students had the 
opportunity to work cooperatively with their peers and 
develop resilience as they explored the Naturescape 
environment� Students learnt more about the strong 
connection Aboriginal people have to the land around 
them�
“During the Encounter, we enjoyed observing the blooming 
wildflowers during the Noongar season of Kambarang, we 
greeted the visiting birds with ‘kaya’ which means ‘hello’ and 
sang a Noongar song we had been learning during the term,” 
said Mrs Dunn�

The Rio Tinto Naturescape is a place for children to 
connect with nature and learn to appreciate Western 
Australia’s unique environment� Through their 
experience, Pre-Primary students are fostering a love 
and appreciation for the natural environment whilst 
learning to work cooperatively with their peers and 
develop their resilience and inquiry skills�

Elements of Numeracy, Physical Education, Science 
and Language were incorporated into the Encounter 
experience�

Mrs Dunn said, “In the lead up to our Encounter, we 
were exploring the central idea that objects move according 
to their properties and the forces that are applied to them. 
During our excursion we worked in small groups to collect 
natural materials from the bush to create our own boats. We 
then tested our boats by floating them down the Paperbark 
Creek.”

The Pre-Primary Encounter was a fantastic 
opportunity to combine fun, exploration, challenge 
and education in a setting amongst nature� Students 
left the day with a feeling of excitement as they look 
forward to the Encounters and adventures awaiting 
them in Year 1 and beyond�

Planting Seeds of Wonder

Musical Moments
Embracing their love of music, students have showcased 
their musical talents at several events this semester. 

The inaugural Concert in the Quad held in September 
saw the Middle and Senior Rock Bands take to the stage 
to entertain families with a medley of songs through the 
generations� 

Music Coordinator, Rory Marchant has been pivotal in 
developing the Music program in the Secondary School, 
catering to student demand for more contemporary 
music and providing an outlet for self-expression�

“It has been so pleasing to see the Music program grow at John 
Wollaston. We have over seven rock bands and groups made 
up of different ages perform on a variety of occasions,” said Mr 
Marchant�

Throughout the year, the Senior Band has provided 
a delightful ambience to events, providing live 
entertainment at the Art Exhibition Opening Night 
and Year 12 Valedictory Dinner� The band comprising 
vocalists, keys, drums, guitar, bass and violins saw 
students putting their own twist on covers of popular 
hits�

In September, a group of students took to the stage 
to represent John Wollaston at the ASC Combined 
Schools Concert� Joining hundreds of voices in the 
choir, students performed en masse showcasing their 
enchanting voices to the ASC community at the packed 
Perth Concert Hall� 

Families came out to celebrate the talent of our music 
students at the Primary and Secondary Instrumental 
Concerts in Term 4� A highlight event for The Arts 
Department, students from Pre-Primary to Year 12 
showcased their confidence and creativity with each 
performance, demonstrating the progress they had 
made throughout the year� 

During the Gift of a Candle Service, graduating Year 
12 student, Camellia S Shwe performed a touching 
and original piece entitled ‘Seek Wisdom’ as a parting 
message to her fellow leavers� Taking inspiration from 
the School Motto, Camellia sang, “Seek wisdom to know the 
truth, if you know the truth, the truth shall set you free.” 

Throughout 2021, it has been wonderful to observe the 
growth and talent of students in Music�

ENROL IN MUSIC TUITION

If you are interested in joining one of the Rock Bands 
or would like to learn more about private instrumental 

tuition, please contact Music Coordinator, Rory 
Marchant via email mail@jwacs.wa.edu.au.

Around the School Around the School
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In Term 3, the School celebrated its 32nd birthday 
in true John Wollaston fashion with a host of whole 
school events bringing the School community 
together.

Highlight events included a whole school 
Founders’ Day Service, the Wollaston Dash, the 
Principal’s Cup Staff vs Students volleyball match 
and marketplace games and stalls� 

To conclude the fun-filled day, students from Pre-
Primary to Year 12 took part in a Colour Explosion 
Fun Run on the School Oval� Students and 
teachers alike had a fantastic and memorable time 
completing an obstacle course while being doused 
in water and coloured powder� More than $10,650 
was raised from the event and will be used to fund 
play equipment across all areas of the School�

Founders’ Day is not only a time to reflect on the 
legacy of our founders, but to look forward to the 
future of the School with hope and anticipation� 

Founders’ Day

Fun

connected community
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Excellence in
Several members of our teaching staff have recently received accolades for their outstanding contribution to 
education, inspiring both students and members of the wider community. From sustainability to inclusive 
education, the unparalleled dedication of teachers at John Wollaston ensures children have access to future-
focused and quality education.

Chrisna LeVaillant

Secondary Science teacher, Chrisna LeVaillant 
was recently commended for her continued 
dedication and efforts towards environmental 
and sustainability practices across the School� 
Inspiring students to understand that their learning 
and action in the community can progress to a global 
scale, Mrs LeVaillant has implemented a sustainable 
school garden, mentored environmental student leaders 
and coordinated a Waste Audit Study with Year 7 Science 
students�

In November, Mrs LeVaillant was announced as a finalist in 
the 2021 United Nations Association WA Branch for Excellent 
Initiatives in Sustainability Award� The Award celebrates 
outstanding contributions to the WA teaching profession, in 
support of the UN Sustainable Development Goals�

Mrs LeVaillant said, “I am proud that our school’s culture and shared 
understanding make it easier to link teaching with action and to help the next 
generation discover their own passion for sustainability, Science and STEAM.”

Phillip Mayes

With a passion for education and sharing his wealth of knowledge, Secondary 
teacher Phillips Mayes has been recognised for his longstanding contribution 
to the Mathematics Department at John Wollaston� Selected out of over 
8,000 nominees, Mr Mayes was announced as a winner of the 2021 
Mathspace Transformative 20 Award, which recognises 20 teachers 
across Australia for their commitment to Mathematics education�

Mathspace Transformative 20 is a national awards program 
designed to celebrate exceptional teachers who strive for impact, 
work with purpose and focus on continual improvement in their 
delivery of education�

CEO and Founder of Mathspace, Mohamad Jebara said, “Over the past 
two years we have all encountered stories about how COVID-19 has impacted 
learning. But this uncertainty has also led teachers and students to act with 
ingenuity. I am particularly proud of this year’s Transformative 20 Award for they 
way they have worked through challenges faced this year and warmly welcome Phillip 
Mayes to the impressive Mathspace alumni.”

Janene Sproul

A deeply rooted love of Science has 
led Secondary Science teacher, Dr Janene Sproul 

down many interesting pathways through her career� Joining 
John Wollaston in 2017, Dr Sproul encouraged students to learn with 

curiosity and ask questions to discover more about the world around 
them�

Over the years, Dr Sproul has been the recipient of various awards, the most 
recent being The de Laeter Medal� Inaugurated by the Science Teachers’ Association 

of WA (STAWA) in 1998, this prestigious medal recognises teachers who have made 
a distinctive contribution to science teaching in WA� Dr Sproul was nominated for her 

impressive contribution to the Science Department at John Wollaston and implementing co-
curricular opportunities and additions to the Secondary Science curriculum�

In the wake of bushfires and issues surrounding global warming, Dr Sproul introduced the Citizen 
Science project to focus on the impact these events have had on native flora and fauna populations. Year 

10 students participated in a Blue Banded Bee Hunt, working to seek and identify the native bee on campus�

At the end of 2021, we bid farewell to Dr Sproul as she takes up a new teaching position at Murdoch University 
2022� She will leave a lasting legacy at John Wollaston�

David Crawford, Claire D’Vaz and
Gabriella Slattery

A trio of hardworking teachers were recognised 
at the Associated and Catholic Colleges of 
WA Awards Breakfast Function for delivery 
of sports programs within both the School 
and ACC� Head of Hale House and Year 7 

teacher, David Crawford was acknowledged 
for 10 years of service to ACC Sport� Physical 

Education teacher Claire D’Vaz received an 
award on behalf of the John Wollaston ACC 

Soccer Team for their achievements this year, whilst 
Primary Inclusive Education Coordinator, Gabrielle 
Slattery was commended for her contribution to ACC 
No Limits and inclusive sports programs�

With an array of opportunities for students of all ages, 
abilities and interests, these staff members have gone 
the extra mile to deliver an outstanding education� 

Teaching

connected community
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Angus Donovan
Since graduating in 2020, Old Wollastonian, Angus Donovan 

has been carving out a promising career in the hospitality 
industry� 

Commencing an apprenticeship with Hospitality Group 
Training WA (HGTWA) in 2021, Angus immediately stood out 

from his peers, reflecting commitment and dedication to his 
chosen career� Throughout the year, he has represented HGT 

WA in events including the Youth Skills Showcase, where young 
apprentices prepare a culinary dish in front of a panel of judges� 

Completing his apprenticeship at The Stables Bar in the Perth CBD, 
Angus prepared the entrée course at the Showcase where he was 

announced joint winner� 

In recognition of Angus’ hardwork, dedication and achievements, he 
was awarded HGT WA First Year Apprentice of the Year, Bright Star 

Award for the Youth Skills Showcase and joint recipient of the Beer and 
Beef Club Scholarship� Angus is now working to complete his chef and 

hospitality apprenticeship� 

Completing a Certificate II in Hospitality and gaining experience in the John 
Wollaston commercial kitchen whilst a student sparked Angus’ initial passion for 
this industry� We look forward to watching his career unfold in the future and 
seeing where new opportunities lead him�

Where are
they now?

Aaron Yeak
“Goals set you on your trajectory. They are like a star in the sky- they orient you and give you hope and inspiration, but they don’t 
define you. If you miss a goal or the goal evolves over time, that’s okay- it doesn’t change the person you are.”

These were the powerful words spoken by Old Wollastonian Aaron Yeak at the Year 10 and 11 Praise and Thanksgiving 
Ceremony in December, providing a source of honest inspiration to Secondary students preparing for their final 
years at school� Since graduating in 2001, Aaron has forged his own path in a range of industries and careers, 
providing a source of inspiration and life lessons� 

“Over the years, I have studied in Perth, Melbourne, China, Finland and Austria and worked in many areas including personal 
training, recreational instructing, volunteering with the United Nations, Formula 1 Racing in South Korea and as a 
Management Consultant in Melbourne. My next goal is to become a digital nomad, leadership and 
career coach, supporting others on their journey,” said Mr Yeak�

Most recently, Aaron has opened a F45 Fitness Training Studio, written a book, 
started a podcast series and hopes to continue travelling with his wife next year, 
seeking more enriching opportunities to expand his career and education�

Prior to attending the Praise and Thanksgiving as a guest speaker, Aaron met 
with 2022 Prefects Charlotte Adam, Israel Ngoy and Jake Passmore to talk 
about what was important to them and their peers at this stage of their lives� 
Years 10 and 11 students were gifted with a strong takeaway message from 
Aaron’s speech that it is okay to be unsure of your destination, and that the 
never-ending journey of self-discovery is one of the biggest gifts of life.

Aaron ended his speech with some parting words of wisdom�

“Let your experiences take the time they deserve. A tree doesn’t grow overnight- 
it in fact spends much of its early life developing roots to spring up strong 
and mighty. Be bold, embrace your own journey and grow strong.”

Martha Dodge
With a passion for social justice and advocacy, Old 
Wollastonian Martha Dodge (Class of 2018) sought out ways in 
which to serve the community whilst completing a Bachelor of Arts 
at the University of Western Australia� 

Majoring in Law & Society and French Studies, Martha successfully 
obtained an internship with McCusker Centre for Citizenship� This 
internship provides UWA students the opportunity to contribute 
towards an organisation that works for positive change in society� 
Martha was assigned a local government role within the Shire of 
Mundaring to develop a new community engagement framework� 
Working with stakeholders and mentors, she was able to create 
new guidelines that now include Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander engagement methods, empowering First Nations 
people to participate with an active voice in the community�

Miss Dodge said, “Though my degree focused on law, I have 
explored areas such as Aboriginal studies, criminology and 
advocacy. In the future, I would love to work with young 
Indigenous people who have found themselves caught up in 
the criminal justice system or women experiencing domestic 
violence.”

Upon completion of the internship, Martha was 
shortlisted for the McCusker Centre Outstanding 
Intern of the Year Award by the Shire of Mundaring, 
nominated by mentor Karen for her contributions 
to the Shire and wider community� In 2022, 
Martha is returning to university to complete a 
Master of Social Work with a goal to develop 
preventative methods that assist those facing 
challenges or discrimination� 

“My time as a student at John Wollaston 
provided me with a solid foundation for where 
I am today. My teachers always encouraged 
me to never stop asking questions and 
seeking answers, which I will always be 
grateful for,” she said�

old WollAStoniAnS
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